Whatis a Good Jew?
The Thought of R. Aharon Lichtenstein & its Relevance to Elul

Il. What is a Good Jew?

1. Leviticus 19 (Kedoshim)

'The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: *Speak to the whole
Israelite community and say to them: You shall be holy, for
I, the LORD your God, am holy.

2. Rashi, Leviticus 19:2

“You shall be holy” - this means to avoid violating the sex-
ual prohibitions [described] and from sin.

3. Ramban, Leviticus 19:2

... and thus he will become a sordid person within the per-
missible realm of the Torah! Therefore, after having listed
the matters which He prohibited altogether, Scripture fol-
lowed them up by a general command that we practice
moderation even in matters which are permitted, ...

4. Genesis 2:16 (Bereishit)

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of
every tree of the garden you are free to eat;

5. Bava Kamma 87a

Rav Yosef [who was blind] said: At first, I would say: If I
hear one who says that the halakha is in accordance with
the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: A blind person is
exempt from the mitzvot, then I will host a festive day for
the Sages. What is the reason? It is that I am not com-
manded and nevertheless I perform mitzvot.

But now that I heard this statement of Rabbi Hanina, as
Rabbi Hanina says: One who is commanded and performs
a mitzva is greater than one who is not commanded and
performs it, I say: If I hear one who says to me that the
halakha is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda, then I will host a festive day for the Sages. What is
the reason? It is that as I am commanded, I have more re-
ward.
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6. Eruvin 64a

Said R. Aha b. Hanina: What is the meaning of “But he
who consorts with prostitutes wastes his fortune” [Prov.
29:3]? Anyone who says ‘this teaching is pleasant’ [and
thus I will observe it] and says ‘this teaching is unpleasant’
[and thus I will not observe it] - loses the fortune of Torah.

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 10:9

A non-Jew who engages is Torah is liable for the death pen-
alty. He must only engage in the Seven Noahide laws. Like-
wise, a non-Jew who rests — even on another day of the
week - but treats it like Shabbat is liable for the death pen-
alty. ... The principle is that we do not permit [a non-Jew]
to innovate a new religion and create new commands for
themselves based on their own reasoning. Rather, they
must become either a convert and accept all mitzvot or ob-
serve their laws [the Seven Noahide laws] and neither add
nor detract.

8. Rambam, Responsa §263

And it is necessary, in every place where there is a custom
to stand [for the Ten Commandments], to protest it, be-
cause it reveals a mistaken faith that there are levels to the
Torah, and that some parts are on a higher level and others
on a lower level, and this is very terrible.

9. Leviticus 20:26 (Kedoshim)

You shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and I
have set you apart from other peoples to be Mine.

10. Rashi, Leviticus 20:26

Rabbi Eleazer ben Azariah said, “Whence do we know that
one should not say, "My soul loathes swine’s flesh”, or, “I
have no desire to wear clothes which are a mixture of wool
and linen”, but one should say, "I would, indeed, like them,
but what can I do since my Father in heaven has imposed
these decrees upon me”? Because Scripture states: “I have
separated you from the peoples to be for Me', whichyour
separation from them (from their doings) should be for
My sake — that one should keep aloof from sin and take
upon himself the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven (Sifra,
Kedoshim, Chapter 12 23).
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11. mAvot 2:4

He used to say: do His will as though it were your will, so
that He will do your will as though it were His. Set aside
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your will in the face of His will, so that he may set aside 3iv7 91
the will of others for the sake of your will. ST T

12. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, By His Light: Developing a Torah Personality

Now, to live the existence of a metzuveh, of one who is called and commanded, involves to some extent the subjugation
of one’s inclinations and desires. A metzuveh leads a theocentric rather than an anthropocentric life. He is guided by
God’s will, not by his own likes and preferences. “Nullify your will before [God’s] will” (Avot 2:4) constitutes a cardinal
tenet of Judaism. Even within the realm of avodat Hashem proper, one needs to beware of imposing his own inclinations
excessively. If you are commanded, you do not pick and choose among commands—that would be living an anthropo-
centric life, placing yourself in the center and building everything around yourself. “Va-yetzav Hashem Elokim al ha-

adam” means, first and foremost, that God’s will is at the center; your will may be factored in, but only secondarily.

13. R. Hayyim Ozer Grodzinski, Responsa Vol III §26

There is no concern here, for this person accepts all of the
commandments, even though this person intends to vio-
late a given law in order after conversion to satisfy an urge.
In such a situation this is not a deficiency to their accept-
ing of the commandments. It is specifically when they stip-
ulate that they will not accept a given commandment that
itis a deficiency in accepting commandments that impacts
[conversion]. But if it is clear that they will violate certain
Torah laws such as violating Shabbat and eating non-ko-
sher foods then we know for certain that their intention is
not to truly convert.
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