
What is a Good Jew? 
The Thought of R. Aharon Lichtenstein & its Relevance to Elul 

II. What is a Good Jew? 
1. Leviticus 19 (Kedoshim) 
1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to the whole 
Israelite community and say to them: You shall be holy, for 
I, the LORD your God, am holy. 
 

 )םישדק תשרפ( טי קרפ ארקיו רפס .1 
־ינֵבְּ תדַ֧עֲ־לכׇּ־לאֶ רבֵּ֞דַּב ׃רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ הוָֹ֖היְ רבֵּ֥דַיְוַא
 הוָֹ֥היְ ינִ֖אֲ שׁוֹד֔קָ יכִּ֣ וּי֑הְתִּ םישִֹׁ֣דקְ םהֶ֖לֵאֲ תָּ֥רְמַאָוְ לאֵ֛רָשְׂיִ
 ׃םכֶֽיהֵלֹאֱ
 

2. Rashi, Leviticus 19:2 

“You shall be holy” – this means to avoid violating the sex-
ual prohibitions [described] and from sin. 

 

 םש י״שר .2 

 ... הרָבֵעֲהָ ןמִוּ תוֹירָעֲהָ ןמִ םישִׁוּרפְ וּוהֱ – ״וּי֑הְתִּ םישִֹׁ֣דקְ״
 

3. Ramban, Leviticus 19:2 

… and thus he will become a sordid person within the per-
missible realm of the Torah! Therefore, after having listed 
the matters which He prohibited altogether, Scripture fol-
lowed them up by a general command that we practice 
moderation even in matters which are permitted, … 
 

 םש ן״במר .3 

 בותכה אב ךכיפל !הרותה תושרב לבנ היהי הנהו ...
 רבדב הוצו ,ירמגל םתוא רסאש םירוסיאה טרפש ירחא
 ... תורתומה ןמ םישורפ היהנש יללכ
 

4. Genesis 2:16 (Bereishit) 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of 
every tree of the garden you are free to eat;  
 

 )תישארב תשרפ( זט קוספ ב קרפ תישארב רפס .4 

ֹכּמִ רמֹ֑אלֵ םדָ֖אָהָֽ־לעַ םיהִ֔לֹאֱ הוָֹ֣היְ ו֙צַיְוַ ֹכאָ ן גָּ֖הַ־ץעֵֽ ל֥  ל֥
  ׃לכֵֽאֹתּ
 

5. Bava Kamma 87a 

Rav Yosef [who was blind] said: At first, I would say: If I 
hear one who says that the halakha is in accordance with 
the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, who says: A blind person is 
exempt from the mitzvot, then I will host a festive day for 
the Sages. What is the reason? It is that I am not com-
manded and nevertheless I perform mitzvot. 
 
But now that I heard this statement of Rabbi Ḥanina, as 
Rabbi Ḥanina says: One who is commanded and performs 
a mitzva is greater than one who is not commanded and 
performs it, I say: If I hear one who says to me that the 
halakha is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi 
Yehuda, then I will host a festive day for the Sages. What is 
the reason? It is that as I am commanded, I have more re-
ward. 

 א דומע זפ ףד אמק אבב תכסמ ילבב דומלת .5 

 ׳רכ הכלה רמאד ןאמ אנימא הוה שירמ :ףסוי בר רמא
 אמוי אנידבע אק ,תוצמה ןמ רוטפ אמוס רמאד הדוהי
 .תוצמ אנידבע אקו אנידקפמ אלד ?ט״מ .ןנברל אבט
 
 לודג :אנינח ׳ר רמאד ,אנינח ׳רד אהל תיעמשד אתשהו
 יל רמאד ןאמ .השועו הווצמ וניאש יממ השועו הווצמה
 יכד ט״מ .ןנברל אבט אמוי אנידבע הדוהי יברכ הכלה ןיא
 :יפט ארגא יל תיא אנידקפמ



6. Eruvin 64a 

Said R. Aḥa b. Ḥanina: What is the meaning of “But he 
who consorts with prostitutes wastes his fortune” [Prov. 
29:3]? Anyone who says ‘this teaching is pleasant’ [and 
thus I will observe it] and says ‘this teaching is unpleasant’ 
[and thus I will not observe it] – loses the fortune of Torah. 
 

 א דומע דס ףד ןיבורע תכסמ ילבב דומלת .6 

 דבֶּאַיְ תוֹנוֹז העֶוֹרוְ״ ביתִכְדִּ יאמַ :אנָינִחֲ רבַּ אחָאַ יבִּרַ רמַאָהָ
 דבֵּאַמְ — האָנָ הּנָיאֵ וֹזוְ ,האָנָ וֹז העָוּמשְׁ רמֵוֹאהָ לכׇּ — ״ןוֹה
 !הרָוֹתּ לשֶׁ הנָוֹה

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 10:9 

A non-Jew who engages is Torah is liable for the death pen-
alty. He must only engage in the Seven Noahide laws. Like-
wise, a non-Jew who rests – even on another day of the 
week – but treats it like Shabbat is liable for the death pen-
alty. … The principle is that we do not permit [a non-Jew] 
to innovate a new religion and create new commands for 
themselves based on their own reasoning. Rather, they 
must become either a convert and accept all mitzvot or ob-
serve their laws [the Seven Noahide laws] and neither add 
nor detract. 
 

 ט הכלה י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה ם״במרל ת״מ .7 

 עבַשֶׁבְּ אלָּאֶ קסֹעֲיַ אֹל .התָימִ ביָּחַ הרָוֹתּבַּ קסַעָשֶׁ ם״וּכּעַ
 תוֹמימִ םוֹיבְּ וּלּפִאֲ תבַשָּׁשֶׁ ם״וּכּעַ ןכֵוְ .דבַלְבִּ ןהֶלָּשֶׁ תוֹצְמִ
 לשֶׁ וֹללָכְּ ... .התָימִ ביָּחַ תבָּשַׁ וֹמכְּ וֹמצְעַלְ וּהאָשָׂעֲ םאִ לֹחהַ
 ןמָצְעַלְ תוֹצְמִ תוֹשׂעֲלַוְ תדָּ שׁדֵּחַלְ ןתָוֹא ןיחִינִמְ ןיאֵ רבָדָּ
 דמֹעֲיַ וֹא .תוֹצְמִּהַ לכָּ לבֵּקַיוִ קדֶצֶ רגֵּ היֶהְיִ וֹא אלָּאֶ .ןתָּעְדַּמִ
 .ערַגְיִ אֹלוְ ףיסִוֹי אֹלוְ וֹתרָוֹתבְּ

8. Rambam, Responsa §263 

And it is necessary, in every place where there is a custom 
to stand [for the Ten Commandments], to protest it, be-
cause it reveals a mistaken faith that there are levels to the 
Torah, and that some parts are on a higher level and others 
on a lower level, and this is very terrible. 

 

 גסר ןמיס ם"במרה ת"וש .8 

 ךירצ ,דומעל םגהנמש ,םוקמ לכב ,תושעל יואר היה ךכו
 שיש ,הנומאב דספהה ןמ הזב עיגמש המ ללגב ,םענמל
 דע ער הזו ,התצקממ הלועמ התצקמו תוגרדמ הרותב
 .דאמ
 

9. Leviticus 20:26 (Kedoshim) 

You shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and I 
have set you apart from other peoples to be Mine. 

 )םישדק תשרפ( וכ קוספ כ קרפ ארקיו רפס .9 

־ןמִ םכֶ֛תְאֶ לדִּ֥בְאַוָ הוָֹ֑היְ ינִ֣אֲ שׁוֹד֖קָ יכִּ֥ םישִֹׁ֔דקְ ֙ילִ םתֶייִ֤הְוִ
 ׃ילִֽ תוֹי֥הְלִ םימִּ֖עַהָֽ
 

10. Rashi, Leviticus 20:26 

Rabbi Eleazer ben Azariah said, “Whence do we know that 
one should not say, "My soul loathes swine’s flesh”, or, “I 
have no desire to wear clothes which are a mixture of wool 
and linen”, but one should say, "I would, indeed, like them, 
but what can I do since my Father in heaven has imposed 
these decrees upon me”? Because Scripture states: “I have 
separated you from the peoples to be for Me", whichyour 
separation from them (from their doings) should be for 
My sake — that one should keep aloof from sin and take 
upon himself the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven (Sifra, 
Kedoshim, Chapter 12 23). 

 םש י״שר .10 

 ישִׁפְנַ םדָאָ רמַאֹי אֹלּשֶׁ ןיִנַּמִ :רמֵוֹא היָרְזַעֲ ןבֶּ רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַ
 רמַאֹי לבָאֲ ,םיִאַלְכִּ שֹׁבּלְלִ ישִׁפְאֶ יאִ ,ריזִחֲ רשַׂבְבִּ הצָקָ
 לדִּבְאַוָ״ ל״תַּ ?ילַעָ רזַגָּ םיִמַשָּׁבַּשֶׁ יבִאָוְ השֶׂעֱאֶ המָוּ ישִׁפְאֶ
 םהֶמֵ םכֶתְלַדָּבְהַ אהֵתְּשֶׁ ,״ילִ תוֹיהְלִ םימִּעַהָ ןמִ םכֶתְאֶ
 םיִמָשָׁ תוּכלְמַ לֹע וילָעָ לבֵּקַמְוּ הרָבֵעֲהָ ןמִ שׁרֵוֹפּ — ימִשְׁלִ
 :)ארפס(



11. mAvot 2:4 

He used to say: do His will as though it were your will, so 
that He will do your will as though it were His. Set aside 
your will in the face of His will, so that he may set aside 
the will of others for the sake of your will. 
 

 ד הנשמ ב קרפ תובא הנשמ .11 

 ךָנְוֹצרְ השֶׂעֲיַּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,ךָנְוֹצרְכִ וֹנוֹצרְ השֵׂעֲ ,רמֵוֹא היָהָ אוּה
 םירִחֵאֲ ןוֹצרְ לטֵּבַיְּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,וֹנוֹצרְ ינֵפְּמִ ךָנְוֹצרְ לטֵּבַּ .וֹנוֹצרְכִ
 .ךָנֶוֹצרְ ינֵפְּמִ
 

12. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, By His Light: Developing a Torah Personality 

Now, to live the existence of a metzuveh, of one who is called and commanded, involves to some extent the subjugation 
of one’s inclinations and desires. A metzuveh leads a theocentric rather than an anthropocentric life. He is guided by 
God’s will, not by his own likes and preferences. “Nullify your will before [God’s] will” (Avot 2:4) constitutes a cardinal 
tenet of Judaism. Even within the realm of avodat Hashem proper, one needs to beware of imposing his own inclinations 
excessively. If you are commanded, you do not pick and choose among commands—that would be living an anthropo-
centric life, placing yourself in the center and building everything around yourself. “Va-yetzav Hashem Elokim al ha-
adam” means, first and foremost, that God’s will is at the center; your will may be factored in, but only secondarily. 
 
13. R. Ḥayyim Ozer Grodzinski, Responsa Vol III §26 

There is no concern here, for this person accepts all of the 
commandments, even though this person intends to vio-
late a given law in order after conversion to satisfy an urge. 
In such a situation this is not a deficiency to their accept-
ing of the commandments. It is specifically when they stip-
ulate that they will not accept a given commandment that 
it is a deficiency in accepting commandments that impacts 
[conversion]. But if it is clear that they will violate certain 
Torah laws such as violating Shabbat and eating non-ko-
sher foods then we know for certain that their intention is 
not to truly convert. 
 

 וכ ןמיס ג קלח רזעיחא ת"וש .13 

 בשוחש ףא תוצמה לכ וילע לבקמד ןויכ ,הזל שוחל ןיאד
 הז ןיא מ״מ ,ןובאיתל כ״חא תוצמהמ הזיא לע רובעל
 לבקל אלש הנתמש אכיה אקודו ,תוצמה תלבקל העינמ
 אכיה םלוא .בכעמד תוצמה תלבקב ןורסח והז וילע
 הרות ירוסיא לע ןכ ירחא רובעי יאדובש רבדה רורבש
 ותנוכ רוריבב םיעדוי ונאו תופירט תליכאו תבש לולח
 .רייגתמ וניאש

   

   

   

   

 
 


